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profits due for the same were extinct, therefore it was called a gift mortua marnt.
MORTUARIES are a sort of ecclesiastical Heriots, being a customary gift claimed by and due to the incumbent in very many parishes on the death of his parishioners.
MOTETT. (In Church Music) a short piece of music, highly elaborated, of which the subject is taken from the Psalms or hymns of the Church. A society has lately been formed in London for the revival of sacred music in general, and that of the great masters preceding the 17th century especially, under the name of the MOTETT SOCIETY. The members of the society are exclusively members of the Church of England.
MULLIONS. Upright bars of stone between the lights of a window.
MYSTERY.   Something  secret, hidden  from human comprehension, or revealed only in part.    The term is applied both to doctrines and facts.   By the usage of the Church it also denotes that inscrutable union in the Sacrament of the inward and spiritual grace with the outward and visible sign.     Hence in the early Church the Sacraments were  denominated   "Mysteries," and  the  term derived a still greater force, from the secrecy which was observed in the administration of those ordinances.   More especially,  however,  was  the Holy  Communion  thus designated, as we learn from the ancient Fathers, who speak repeatedly  of  the " sacred"  and   " tremendous mysteries," in  allusion to this Sacrament.    With this application, the term appears in our own Communion Office, where CHRIST is said to have " instituted and ordained holy mysteries, as pledges of His love, and for a continual remembrance of His death."    We are also exhorted so to prepare ourselves, that we may be "meet partakers of those holy mysteries;" and after their reception, thanks are rendered to GOD, that HE has vouchsafed " to feed us who have duly received these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of his SON our SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST."
MYSTICAL.   Having a hidden, allegorical, or secret
meaning.    In the baptismal offices we read, " sanctify this
water to the mystical washing away of sin;" from which
it would be  absurd  to  infer  that the mere  physical
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